


WE BELIEVE 
1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New 
Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and 
inerrant in the original writings. They are the 
supreme and final authority in faith and life. 
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true 
God and true Man. 
4. We believe that man was created in the image 
of God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not 
only physical death, but also Spiritual death which 
is separation from God.  All human beings are 
born with a sinful nature, and in the case of those 
who reach moral responsibility become sinners in 
thought, word, and deed. 
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, as a 
representative and substitutionary sacrifice.  In 
addition that all who believe in Him are justified on 
the ground of His shed Blood. 
6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified 
Body of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven 
and in His present life there for us, as High Priest 
and Advocate. 
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal, 
premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord 
Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and 
thereby become children of God. 
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just 
and unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the 
saved, and the everlasting, conscious punishment 
of the lost.  
             - The Railroad Evangelistic Association 

Luther S. Harkey 1885 - 1949 
Founder of the Railroad Evangelistic Association 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll ll

- Mission Statement -  
The Railroad Evangelistic 

Association exists to proclaim the  
Good News of Jesus Christ to the 

entire railroad community 
worldwide and to promote mutual 

Christian fellowship among, though  
not  limited to, those of the railroad 
industry, the model railroad hobby-

ists and the rail fan enthusiasts.  

 COVER Photo:  SP&S # 805 heading towards Vancouver, WA from Wishram, WA. From the collection of Walt Grande. Used by permission. 
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GET ON TRACK! 

Subscribe to the  

Railroad Evangelist 
Magazine 

 
For only $10.00 a year you will receive 
one of the most unique non-
denominational Railroad magazines 
published anywhere in the world. 

 
Help spread the word by ordering the 
Railroad Evangelist magazines in bulk.    

 
BULK  COSTS 

(Based upon per issue) 
100 copies $25.00       50 copies $20.00 
 20 copies  $10.00         10 copies $5.00 
 
Subscribe today for yourself or a friend, 
make out your check or money order to 
REA and send to: 

REA  
PO Box 5026 

Vancouver, WA 98668 
 

The Railroad Evangelist magazine is pub-

lished three times a year by The Reflector, 
Battle Ground, Washington for the Railroad 
Evangelistic Association. Second class post-

age paid at Vancouver, WA. Circulation: 
2,500. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: If you move or have a 
change of address please let the Sec/Treas 

know as soon as possible.  It costs us 83 
cents for each returned magazine.  The mid-
dle code number after your name such as 

000-0509-1, means your subscription is due 
the 5th month (May), of 2009.  THANK YOU! 

 
Railway Representatives in India 

 
Rev. Victor Swamidoss, c/o Mr. S Arulraj  
#133, (New 530) 
S.N. Chetty Street 
Royapuram 
Chennai - 600 013  South India 

email: arulrasu@gmail.com 
 

International Railroad Evangelist 
S. Arulraj 

Door # 90 (New 138) Sir Rangammal Street  

Second Floor / Old Washermanpet  
Chennai 600 021 
Tamilnadu, INDIA 

Phone  + 919884481022 
E-mail: arulrasu@gmail.com 

President   
Dr. Rev. Magead Salloum 
720 W. Thomas Street 
Rome, NY  13440                                                    (315) 525-4748 

 
First Vice President 

Alan Harkey 
300 Birkenstock Court 
Simpsonville, SC  22655                                         (864) 275-3209     

 
Second Vice President 

George Sampson                                                     (609) 561-6922 
699 Albertson Rd. 
Winslow, NJ  08095 
 

Secretary-Treasurer-Editor                        
Joe Spooner  BN 
Editor-Secretary                                                      (360) 699-7208 
Dorothy Spooner……………...……………………………..Treasurer 
PO Box 5026 
Vancouver, WA 98668      E-Mail: railroadevangelist@comcast.net 
 

REA National Chaplain 
Rev. Paul Campbell 
603 Aylor Road 
Stephens City, VA 22655 
E-mail: campbellrev.paul@yahoo.com                    (571) 331-2807 
 

Convention Coordinator 
Mrs. Ann Grissom, SCL   
November - April                          
20800 Hammock Greens # 306                               (239) 948-5821 
Estero, FL 33928 
May - October 
7045 Koldyke Place                                                 (317) 523-1878   
Fishers, IN 46038 
 

Advisory Board 
Don Robey, Chairperson                                         (804) 453-3804                                                                                                
290 Forest Green Rd. 
Reedville, VA  22539 
Ruth Lounsberry…………………..…………………Hammonton, NJ 
Marlene Sampson………………………………………..Winslow, NY 
Doris Robey……………………………………………...Reedville, VA  
Phil Hannum……………………………………………..….Fairfax,VA                               
 

Promotion and Publicity 
Wilson Riley, Chairperson 
224 Normandy Hill Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22304…………………………….….(703) 751-8925 
Paul Myhre, BN…………………………………………..Spokane,WA 
Helen Booterbaugh……………………………………Alexandria, VA 
Carol Clifton………………………………………………...Millville, NJ 
Bonnie James………………………………………...Hammonton, NJ 

Contributing Editors 
 

Rev. Stephen Seidler  Model RR & Rail Fan Pages                          
810 18th Street SE                     
Owatonna, MN 55060 
E-Mail:  srseidler@q.com                                        (507) 413-3334 
 
 
Geneva Campbell                                                    (540) 869-7019 
603 Aylor Road 
Stephens City, VA 22655 

 

Director of Dev. & Ministry Advancement 
Alan L. Harkey                                                          
300 Birkenstock Court 
Simpsonville, SC 29681                              alanharkey@gmail.com  
 

Convention Recording Secretary 
Jane Hessler                             
8199 Tiswell  Dr. Apt 207 
Alexandria, VA 22306             

 
Former REA Presidents 

Dick Brothers, Edward Perry, Smith Dewlen, Rocky Agrusti, 
Vernon Hall, Thomas Rudderforth, G.M. Durrett, Elmer Ward, 
Jake Steffen, Donald Russell, Paul Anger, Paul Campbell, John 
Penn, Samuel Museums, Thomas Mosley, Bud Harkey, Alan 
Harkey, Magead Salloum, Glenn Stevens, Ann Grissom, Wilson 
Riley. 

This Summer 2012 issue of the Railroad Evangelist  

magazine was printed in July 2012  Vol. 76, No. 2. 

www.RailroadEvangelist.com 

Psalm 96:2 



              “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.”  
                                                                    Psalms 23 
 

   “The Lord is my shepherd.”- Yahweh, the mighty God and creator of the universe, lowered Himself, by  
putting on flesh and becoming a man. This condescension expressed God’s extreme love for His chil-
dren, His sheep. Notice that, he does not say “the Lord is the shepherd of the world at large, and leads 
forth the multitude as His flock, but rather it states: “the Lord is personally MY shepherd.” If He be a 
shepherd to no one else, He is my shepherd; He cares for me, watches over me, and preserves me, 
and because He is my shepherd, “I shall not want.” Without Him, I might have some wants, but once I 

got saved, He became my shepherd, and therefore I will not be in need. I shall not lack for temporal things. Does He not feed 
the ravens and cause the lilies to grow? How shall He then leave His children to starve? I shall not want for spiritual things. I 
know that His grace will be sufficient for me. Resting in Him He will say to me “as thy days, so shall thy strength 
be” (Deuteronomy 33:25). 
    So, “I shall not want.”  
   “The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing” Psalms 

34:10. Come what may, if calamity shall destroy the city, or famine should devastate the land, “I shall not want.” I have all things 
and abound; not because I am loaded with money or not, not because I have skill and wit with which to profit and live, but be-
cause “the Lord is my shepherd!” The wicked always want, but the righteous NEVER! A sinner’s heart is far from satisfaction, 
but the righteous dwells in the place of content. 
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Your membership, subscriptions and tax deductible donations are 
greatly appreciated, as they are the only means we have to continue 
publishing and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
entire railroad community worldwide through the Railroad Evangelist 
magazine.  Your financial gifts underwrite the cost and make it possi-
ble for us to send the Railroad Evangelist magazine out individually 
and in bulk supply as our home and missionary outreach.  We thank 
God for each and every one of you who have joined with this railroad 
literature evangelistic ministry with your prayers and finances. 
 
We pray and trust God will abundantly bless you for your sacrificial 
giving as He “is able to make all grace abound towards you, that 
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abun-
dance for every good work.”                                  
                                                                                  2 Corinthians 9:8 

                                                                          
Please cut, photocopy or send appropriate information pertaining to the 
above applicat ion form and mail it  to:   

                                                   REA 
PO Box 5026   

Vancouver, WA 98668 

Membership in the Railroad Evangelistic Association is 
open to all who have a desire to reach the entire rail-
road community worldwide with the Good News of Je-
sus Christ.  For $15.00 you will receive your REA An-
nual membership card ($5.00) and a one year subscrip-
tion ($10.00 - 3 issues) to the RAILROAD EVANGELIST 
magazine.  REA has no paid staff, all proceeds go to 
printing and mailing the Good News. Thank you. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN REA 
 

Please check the appropriate box. 
 
     I am an active railroad employee. 
     I am a former/retired railroad employee. 
     My spouse is/was an active/former/retired  
     railroad employee. 
     I am a model railroad hobbyist. 
     I am a rail fan enthusiast. 
     My interest in REA is _______________________ 
     Sending $5.00 for REA membership for one year. 
     Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription. 
      I would like to make a donation._____________ 
How did you learn of REA?___________________ 
__________________________________________ 

“A LITTLE IS A LOT WHEN GOD IS IN IT” 
Luke 9:12-17 

 

Dr. Rev. Magead Salloum 

President of REA 

The Lord - Our Shepherd 
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International Railroad Evangelist 

 

 

Where in the world has brother Arulraj been? 

Brother Arulraj, Chennai, INDIA 

I 
 sincerely thank you and all of the 
leaders and members of REA for the 

ministry of encouragement and constant 
prayers which help me take the Good 
News of our Lord Jesus Christ far and 
wide all over the world. 

    With your prayers and blessings in 
Carlisle when God helped me to be in the 
REA convention, Sep 2011 -- God has 
been so gracious in helping me visit 
thereafter to Columbus, Dublin in Ohio, 
Maryland, Richmond in Virginia, Saint 
Louis , Boston, Dallas, Houston , San Jose, Los Angeles, 
Las Vegas and some more cities in the USA as well as To-
ronto, Montreal, Brampton in Canada; Dublin in Ireland and 
London, Manchester in the UK. 

    Wherever God helped me to visit, The ministries of REA 
had been shared and people were much blessed;  God has 
been so gracious in helping me to have a time of prayer and 
fellowship with Bro David Pringle of CTI and Bro David Du-
raisamy of Toronto Transportation Christian Fellowship in 
Canada during October 2012..  

    As inspired by the Spirit of God, I was praying about visit-
ing Ireland and knowing not any point 
of contact had my itinerary to visit 
Ireland in Dec 2011. Miraculously, 
close to my travel date, God opened a 
channel and took me there by His 
Amazing Grace. 

    God helped me to minister His 
word in Irish, Tamil and Romanian 
congregation for His Glory. God also 
helped me to meet a believer working 
in Irish Railways and he was im-
pressed by our ministries and was 
ready to help in starting a prayer fel-
lowship in the Irish Railways. Glory to 
God! 

    By His Amazing Grace, on Dec 
14th, 2011 on my way to India from 
the US God gave me the oppor-
tunity to participate in the Parlia-
ment Prayer right inside the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain ( God helped 
me to pray with Bro Joe Spooner 
on the lawns of Parliament of the 
UK when we visited that place in 
July 2007 in the sidelines of Inter-
national Railway Mission Confer-
ence, Eastbourne, UK ); This is 
God's way of doing, as God helped 
me to present His Word for five 

minutes in that August gathering. 
 

     The Parliament prayer was organized by a devout Chris-
tian and believer ,Honorable British Member of Parliament, 
Mr. Jeffrey Donaldson MP and attended by a host of dignitar-
ies; The prayer time was scheduled between 330pm and 
430pm and God has been so gracious in giving me the op-
portunity to Share the Word of God (shared from Psalm 
106:23 - Standing on the Bridge), Testimony and about REA 
and International Railway Ministries in that august gathering. 
All Glory be to the Most High (Psalm 91:1); Honorable Mem-

bers of the August Gathering were 
excited to know about REA and its 
Global outreach Ministries through 
ALL ABOARD and many of them 
spoke personally about the same af-
ter the prayer session. 

    By the Grace of God I was able to 
visit Auckland, New Zealand. God 
helped me to visit Mr. Eddie Simmons 
a retired rail staff from British Rail-
ways and is eager to found Railway 
prayer in New Zealand. God also 
helped me to meet a believer working 
in New Zealand Railways and he is 

interested in starting a prayer group 
there. 

With David Duraisamy of Toronto Transit Com-
mission Christian Fellowship in Canada. 

Bro Arulraj with David Pringle of Christian 
Transportation Inc. in Canada.  
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Southern Railway Employees Prayer Fellowship of Chennai, India.  Seated in the plaid 
shirt is brother Victor Swamidoss who has been receiving and faithfully distributing the 
Railroad Evangelist magazine for over 40 years.  Seated next to him is brother Wesley 
Rajabhushanam, Secretary of the Southern Railway Employees Prayer Fellowship.  

Brother Ueli Berger, President of 
International Railway Missions during 
Arulrajs visit to Switzerland. 

Prayer in front of Irish Parliament in Dublin during Decem-
ber, the temperature was below 0 degree C. 

With John May, President of British Transport Christian Fellow-
ship. The photo was taken in front of the Church of Reconcilia-
tion in Coventry, UK. 

With Ian Markey, Rev. Liam Johnson and Bro Simeon Damdar 
of British Railway Mission - London, UK. 

With Bro John Lunn when I met him at the  Paris Railway Station 
in France on our Way to Basel, Switzerland. 

Please continue to prayer for brother Arulraj as God has 
given him great favor wherever he travels into the railroad 
communities around the world introducing REA and Railway 
Missions of Europe.  Pray for his safety as he travels and 
that God will meet all his financial obligations at home for his 
wife and children. 
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The Last Good Bye 
 

Till we reach the pearly gates 

Life on earth unsure, awaits. 

Filled with joy, faced with fear, 

Walk on boldly for God is near. 

 

We never know what fate may bring. 

But God’s word has promised us this one thing. 

That if in Him we simply trust, 

His grace is sufficient for all of us. 

 

God knows the plans that men have laid 

With hopes and dreams and escapades. 

Reaching high and falling short, 

Still they press onward with full consort. 

 

Looking ahead our hope is sure. 

The solid rock will forever endure. 

If to His Word we simply hoard, 

He will guide us to that celestial shore. 

 

Friends and loved ones have traveled the path. 

Gone on before, but forgotten? None hath. 

Memories rich, treasures untold, 

Our life here the potter molds. 

 

Trust in Jesus. He is the way. 

The Father beckons us to a home far away. 

The Comforter calls. We know him sure. 

His Word is Truth.  His Word is pure. 

 

He says He’ll come on clouds on high. 

We’ll never know till that last good bye. 

What treasures await on that distant shore.  

Till we walk with Him forevermore. 
 

J. R. Johnson © 2-15-00  

J 
im R. Johnson, above and author of the poem “The 
Last Good Bye” and I (editor) met this past May 

2012 at the NARVRE Convention in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota.  Along with Jim, I met many other wonderful railroad 
people.  The next NARVRE Convention will be held in 
Sacramento, California in 2014.  Following, Jim Johnson 
shares a little bit of his railroad career. 
 
I worked for the Norfolk Southern RR from 1974 to 2006. I 
started with the Southern RR and in 1985 they merged 
with the Norfolk and Western RR. I worked as an engineer 
on the road running from Chattanooga to Oakdale Ten-
nessee most of the time. Occasionally I would run to Dan-
ville Ky, and a few times even to Cincinnati Oh. I loved my 
job, the hours were a bit hectic at times, but looking back I 
don't think I would have been happier doing anything else. 
My railroad career actually began in Tampa, Fl in 1964 
with the Seaboard Air Line RR. which is now part of the 
CSX system. I moved to Cleveland Tn. to attend Lee Col-
lege for two years, moved to Chattanooga in 1971 and 
eventually picked back up on my career on the RR in 
1974. 

Jesus said, 

“ I am the way, the truth, and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 

Are you on the right track? 
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This page is dedicated to the Rail Fan who wishes to share their RR interest, passion or RR 

news for our railfanning excitement.  Send photos and storyline, along with personal infor-
mation to the Contributing Editor’s address on page 2.  Material will be returned upon re-

COLLISION and DERAILMENT of  

UNION PACIFIC FREIGHT TRAINS  

5981 North and 9186 South 
 
At 10:52 p.m. on June 22, 1997, Union Pacific Railroad freight trains 5981 North and 9186 South collided head-on in the 
small town of Devine, Texas, approximately 36 miles south of San Antonio.  The trains were operating on a single main 
track with passing sidings in dark (nonsignalized) territory in which train movement was governed by conditional track 
warrant control authority through a dispatcher.  The incident was a result of a dispatcher error, in which he permitted the 
two trains to occupy the same section of track.  The Northbound was running at 19 MPH, while the Southbound had ac-
celerated to over 40 MPH. The conductor from 5981 North, the engineer from 9186 South, and two unidentified individu-
als who may have been riding on 5981 were killed in the derailment and subsequent fire.  The engineer from 5981 North 
received minor injuries, and the conductor from 9186 was seriously burned.  Estimated damages at that time, exceeded 
$5 million. 
 
The following tribute was penned by REA member Jay Glenewinkel.  Jay was a Crew Van driver for the Union Pacific 
Railroad at the time and was friends with several of the crew members. 
 

***** IN LOVING MEMORY ***** 
 

NEIL WILHELM & TERRY YARBOROUGH 
 

On June 22, 1997, a terribly tragic event took place when two Union Pacific freight trains collided head-on in the 
small town of Devine, Texas.  Railroaders Terry Yarborough and Neil Wilhelm, along with two additional uniden-
tified individuals, sadly lost their lives.  Conductor Randy Dennis survived, but sustained 2nd and 3rd degree 
burns over 80% of his body.  Engineer Brian Boner survived with only minor injuries, and was able to walk away 
from the fiery wreck. 
 
Now, fifteen years later, we remember those four souls who perished and honor the survival of those two men 
who will always remember this nightmare.  Incidentally, one of the crewmen involved in this collision had lost 
his father in 1973 in the head-on collision in Cotulla. 

 
TO ALL RAILROAD SONS, DAUGHTERS, FATHERS, HUSBANDS & FRIENDS 

 
The trains keep on rolling; the days keep on passing; this world keeps on moving.  But, for a moment, time 

stood still when you left this earth to go home into the loving arms of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

And to those who lived to tell the story, you are forever held in the thoughts and prayers of everyone around 
you. GOD BLESS YOU and may the Peace and Joy of God’s love surround you each and every day as you work 
keeping America’s railroads running safely. “Now may the LORD of peace Himself give you peace at all times in 

every way.  The LORD be with you all.”  2 Thessalonians 3:16 
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Model Railroaders content themselves to build their dream layout to fit in the personal space they may have available. 

They will negotiate to find as much space as possible – be in the garage, attic, or the basement of their dwelling.  They 

can freelance their own railroad idea or model a particular railroad.  In doing so, they may narrow their modeling efforts 

to a specific era in time and even location.  All of the incorporated history, research, scenery, equipment, rolling stock, 
power, and control details are theirs alone. It becomes their railroad empire.  Your editor has The LITTLE DAVID & GO-

LIATH MODEL RR which is set in the Twin Ports of Duluth, Minnesota and Superior, Wisconsin in the era of 1954-57.  

Some modelers will go to the next level and work within small groups.  They share ideas, help on each other’s layouts, 

and operate the layouts on a pre-determined schedule.  Without complex organization, they get the real excitement of 

model railroading.  However, other model rails who do not have the time and space to build their own layout, will form a 

club.  This usually involves some type of membership so the group can locate and secure club layout space, raise the 

funds necessary to build the layout, and hold open houses at their discretion.  Whether individually, or in small groups, or 
via a club layout, model rails will all enjoy the fact that MODEL RAILROADING IS FUN! 

 

With some lovingly placed pleading and coercion, long-time REA member Ruth Lonsberry convinced her son to do an 

article on his model railroad club.  Ruth has faithfully attended all REA conventions.  She has submitted this model rail-

road layout story as told to her by her son. 
 

This year the Patcong Valley Model Railroad Club is celebrating their 50th anniversary.  Formed in April of 1962 by a 

group of seven men; Harry Mizrahi, Hank Force, Bud Bonello, Milt Watts, Bob Kip, Ike Angstadt, and Ed Bickerstaff.  

The group rotated in a round-robin fashion, meeting at a different member's home each week. Harry Mizrahi is the on-

ly charter member still in the club. 

 

Their first club layout was to 

be built in an old chicken co-

op on the property of Hank 

Force, on Patcong Avenue in 

Linwood, New Jersey. Unfor-

tunately, a layout was never 

built at this location. From 

1963-67 the group continued 

their round-robin meetings at 

member's homes. 
 

In 1967, the club found a 

home on the 3rd floor of the 

Masonic Lodge building on 9th 

and Asbury in Ocean City, 

New Jersey. The club built a 

layout about 30' x 40'. The 

theme of the railroad was 

east coast railroads during 

the steam to diesel transition 

period (1950-60). With track 

work nearly complete and 

some scenery in place, prob-

lems with the building arose. The building was inspected and found to be structurally unsound. In 1973 the club was 

forced to move. 
 

Without a home, the club returned to its round-robin organization until 1977. Richard Schiereck offered the use of 

some horse stables on his property to the club on Bargaintown Road in Bargaintown, New Jersey. The club built a lay-

out about 20' x 40'. The theme of the railroad was the same as in Ocean City, plus the addition of a 3 foot narrow 

gauge railroad. 

 

The Model Railroader and Rail Fan pagers are done by Associate Editor 
Rev. Stephen Seidler. 
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In 1986 a second room was renovated and a 31' x 33' addition was built to the existing layout. Problems with the 

track on the original 20' x 40' layout forced the club to dismantle it. A new design was drawn and then built. 

 

The club held its first open house in December of 1984. They were held annually afterward in December and January 

until 2003. In October of 2004 the final open house was held at this site, as Richard and his wife, Irene, sold the prop-

erty. Thanks to Richard and Irene, the club enjoyed this site and called it home for 27 years. 

 

Once the sale of the Bargaintown location was evident, the club discussed its options for the future. Mayor Chuck 

Chiarello of Buena Vista Township offered to find a home for the club in Richland, New Jersey, In 2005, an old ware-

house on Fir Avenue and Route 

40 was chosen. 

 

The club renovated the club 

room and the layout room while 

the township renovated the 

welcoming center in the front of 

the building and the exterior to 

look like an old freight station. 

The township also obtained a 

Central Railroad of New Jersey 

caboose which is alongside of 

the building. 

 

The club started its open house 

again in December of 2006, on 

a new 24' x 70' train layout. Af-

ter 50 years, the club is strong-

er than ever with 30 members. 

 

This is an HO Railroad 
on the Move! 
To inquire about future shows 
or to see more of the Patcong 

Valley layout go to www.patcongvalley.com or contact us at patcongrr@comcast.net. We are also on YouTube and 

Facebook. 
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PO Box 5026 Vancouver, WA 98668   E-mail: rrjoe@comcast.net 

LETTERS 
From our REA 

MAIL BAG 

“A cheerful heart  

does good like a medicine” 
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible 

>The cat could very well be man’s 
best friend, but would never stoop 
to admitting it. 
 
>Age is only a matter of the mind, 
if you don’t mind, it doesn't mat-
ter. 
 
>One day I shot an elephant 
wearing my pajamas, how he got 
in them I’ll never know. 
 
>Due to circumstances beyond 
our control we regret to inform 
you that circumstances are be-
yond our control. 
 
>A bad day at Disneyland is still 
better than a good day at work. 
 
>Procrastination is the art of 
keeping up with yesterday. 
 
>A man walks into a psychiatrist’s 
office and says “Doc, you gotta 
help me. Nobody will talk to me!”  
The Psychiatrist says, “Next!” 
 
>My psychiatrist told me I was 
crazy and I said I wanted a se-
cond opinion.  He said okay, 
you’re ugly too. 
 
>If you try cross-country sjiing, 
start with a small country. 
 
>We all get heavier as we get 
older, because there's a lot more 
information in our heads. 
 
>Retirement: twice as much hus-
band, half as much money. 
 
>Make yourself at home. Clean 
my kitchen. 

REA, 
We enjoy reading the Railroad Evangelist magazine from cover to cover then we 
pass it on to someone we come into contact with. 
God  bless. 
Graig & Bonnie James 
Hammonton, NJ 
 
Dear REA, 
I have received the Railroad Evangelist magazine and I am enjoying it very 
much. Keep up the good work in evangelizing Railroaders and their families. It 
was nice to meet you in Minnesota at the NARVRE convention.  Hope to see you 
again this side of Heaven, Lord willing. 
Respectfully, 
R.C. Smith 
Decatur, Illinois  
 
Hello REA, 
I just went to our annual Model Railroad Show here in Bakersfield, California and 
I saw a lot of people but no one from REA.  Perhaps next year I will bring a mod-
ular section and buy a table for REA to hand out some magazines and tracts.  I 
saw a lot of father and sons at the show, it would be a great place to evangelize. 
Thank you, 
Geoff Taylor, 
Bakersfield, CA 
 
Hello, 
it was a pleasure talking with you at our NARVRE convention in Bloomington, 
MN.  Here is my membership, hope to see you in Sacramento, California at the 
1014 NARVRE convention. 
Imanuel E. Swikert 
Sussex, WI 
 
Dear REA, 
Just  note to let you know how often I think of the good times we had at our REA 
conventions.  I am 91 now and my kids think I need to stop driving so I am now 
ready to go home and be with my Lord to be with my dear wife and sisters.  The 
magazine looks great. 
Lord bless, 
Bill Mosley 
Pennsville, NJ 
 
Greeting REA, 
We know that Jesus is Lord and He blesses us daily.  May we continue to serve 
Him in REA. 
Love in Christ, 
Dorothy Steffen 
Minot, ND 
 



 Summer 2012                                                                                                                                        Page 11 

Melinda Fish  
to be Ladies Night speaker 

 
 

M elinda Fish and her 
husband, Bill, are 

founders and pastors of what 
is now River City Church of 
Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, PA 
which they founded in 1979. 
Melinda was brought up in 
the Southern Baptist denomi-
nation and accepted Jesus 
Christ as her Lord and Sav-
iour at 8 years old in the First 

Baptist Church of Angleton, 
TX. In 1970 she graduated from the University of Tex-
as at Austin and two months later married, Bill, her 
college sweetheart whom she had met on a blind date 
which was arranged by her friend, Betty Crocker. 
(Yes, Honey!) They have been happily married for 41 
+ years. They have 2 children who are happily mar-
ried, and they now have 4 grandchildren. 
 
    In 1972 Bill and Melinda received the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit while they were teaching school near 
Wilmington, NC; and shortly after, they resigned their 
teaching jobs in NC and entered the path to pastoral 
ministry. Bill graduated from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 1975. In 1976 they received 
a call to a congregation in inner-city Pittsburgh where 
they have remained since that time. The congregation 
has relocated to the east suburbs and now meets in 
their church building in Trafford, PA. 
Melinda has written seven nationally published Chris-
tian books which are as follows:  
 
*WHEN ADDICITION COMES TO CHURCH: HELP-
ING YOURSELF AND OTHERS MOVE INTO RE-
COVERY (1990),  
 
*ADULT CHILDREN and the ALMIGHTY: RECOVER-
ING FROM THE WOUNDS OF A DYSFUNCTIONAL 
HOME (1991),  
 
*RESTORING THE WOUNDED WOMAN:  (1993), 
 
* I’M SO TIRED OF ACTING SPIRITUAL: PEELING 
BACK THE MASK (1995),  
 
*THE RIVER IS HERE: RECEIVING AND SUSTAIN-
ING THE BLESSING OF REVIVAL (1996), 
 
* KEEP COMING, HOLY SPIRIT: LIVING IN THE 
HEART OF REVIVAL (2001). She has also published 

articles in CHARISMA and other Christian periodicals. 
 
* THE ACCIDENTAL INTERCESSOR: THE SUPER-
NATURAL POWER OF AN ORDINARY LIFE (2012) 
Recently published online and available on Ama-
zon.com in print and e-book. 
 
    From 1998-2009, Melinda was also the editor of 
SPREAD THE FIRE MAGAZINE which was the revival 
magazine published by Toronto Airport Christian Fel-
lowship in Toronto, Canada (aka Catch the Fire.)  
In 1989, before the break- up of the Soviet Union, 
Melinda and Bill led their congregation to sponsor a 
Ukrainian Pentecostal family of 13. This family remains 
with their church to this day. The children are now 
adults serving the Lord. The children are engineers, 
Christian mothers and fathers, teachers, businessmen 
and are also married to committed Christians. 
 
    In 2005 Melinda invited a Brazilian girl to serve as an 
intern at their congregation. Ana Noguera arrived and 
wound up leading a group of 23 to New Orleans to 
serve Katrina victims. A few months later, Ana received 
a partial scholarship to a local university. In May 2010 
with the congregation supplying much of the balance of 
the cost of her education, Ana graduated magna cum 
laude from this university and married a rocket scientist 
in their congregation.   
     
    Melinda has recently founded an organization called 
Stitch for the Nations, which establishes sewing rooms 
in developing nations to train adults and children in 
sewing and quilting with the purpose of giving trainees 
a marketable craft. The organization has already estab-
lished and supplied sewing centers in Kenya, Mozam-
bique and Brazil. 
 
    Melinda has spoken and ministered at conferences, 
churches and women’s groups of many different de-
nominations, on radio and television programs in Amer-
ica and other nations and to different organizations for 
over 40 years. She has ministered across the US and 
in Europe, Asia, Africa and Central and South America 
many times. Melinda has also guest lectured at the the-
ology students’ lunch forum at Princeton University. 
She is widely known for her humor and extremely down
-to-earth demeanor as well has her ability to teach the 
Bible and express her love for Jesus with compassion 
and common sense. She believes that all teaching and 
ministry should center on the person of Jesus Christ 
because “He is the radiance of God, the Father’s glory 
and the exact representation of His nature!” (Hebrews 
1:3) Melinda believes that believers are saved by grace 
through faith in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for our 
redemption. She believes that the Christian’s life 
should be lived as an offering of loving obedience to 
the Lord Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

      Melinda’s blog: melindafish.blogspot.com 

 



Alma M. Camp by Lorraine Creamer 
Paul Ragonese by his REA family 
Mary Tepper By Joe & Dorothy Spooner 
Paul Ragonese by Joe & Dorothy Spooner 

“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord” 

Cross   Over  
For a donation of any amount the Cross Over Memorial page is a place where both God and your loved 
ones will be remembered and will help us to continue publishing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
worldwide railroad community through the Railroad Evangelist magazine.    All donations are tax deductible.  

  Summer 2012                                                                                                                                            Page 12                     

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll ll

“I’m Going Home on the Morning Train” 
featuring Paul Campbell is a collection of 12 
Railroad and Gospel songs recorded in the 
southern gospel bluegrass style.  The CD cov-
er photo of  Paul was taken in the mid 1970’s 
while he was working as a Conductor for the 
Southern Railway. 

 
To order your CD of  

“I’m Going Home on the Morning Train”  
send $15.00 (plus $3.00 for postage and han-

dling) to: 
Paul Campbell 
603 Aylor Road 

Stephen City, VA  22655 

(571)  331-2807      

E-Mail: backyardmamma2000@yahoo.com                     

I’m Going Home on the 
Morning Train 

A Collection of Railroad & Gospel Songs Sung 
by Paul Campbell 

“THE COMING OF THE LORD DRAWS 
NEAR” gold foil stickers, (3 inches long), 
are available through REA.  Help spread 
the word by using them on all your mail 
correspondence. 100 self adhesive stick-
ers for a gift of any amount. 
 

REA 
PO Box 5026 

Vancouver, WA 98668 
E-mail:  rrjoe@comcast.net 

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”  Psalm 30:5 

Thank you for your on going support in helping to keep the gospel of  

Jesus Christ to be published and proclaimed through the printed page. 

NEW REA MEMBERS and/or subscribers since December 2011 to July 
2012.  Richard Birkett, Troy Thompson, R.C. Smith, Thomas Tritelli, Quintin 
Lee, Shirley Swensrude, William Trimborn,III, Randy Dotson, Brent Williams 
MD, Imanuel Swikert, E. Denick, William Stagg, Robert Stein, Alan Schuck, 
Cecil Counts, Herb Kometz. 
                                                           Welcome Aboard! 

Now here is a unique set-up.  Does anyone have any information on what in 
the world is going on here?  Send any information to the editor.  Thank you. 
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Room rate for the week - including meals: 
                Double occupancy....$212.50 
                Single occupancy….$232.50 
           Three or more in a room….$179.50 
 
         Please send in your $20.00 (non-refundable)  

deposit as soon as possible to: 
 

REA Registrar 
Mrs. Beverly Salloum 

720 W. Thomas Street 
Rome, NY 13440 

(315) 525-4787 (cell) 
E-mail: revsalloum@cheerful.com 

 
If at all possible please have your convention expense paid 

 in full two weeks prior to the convention.  Thank you! 
REGISTRATION to receive name tag and room key is on 

Monday Sept 10th from 2-5 PM.  Dinner at 5:00 PM. 

AREA ATTRACTIONS 
Located on the conference grounds: golf, tennis, basketball, hiking, 
volleyball, playground  equipment plus a whole lot of peace and 

quiet and wonderful Christian fellowship. 
 

Located within driving distance is: 

>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 10 minutes. 
>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive. 
>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive. 

>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive. 
>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 
>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 

>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30 minutes. 
>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive. 
>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours 

  

-PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! - 

Begin planning to attend the 71st National  
Railroad Evangelistic Association  

Convention - Everyone is Welcome! 
September 10-14, 2012 

 

Located in the peaceful hills of Pennsylvania at the Phil-
ip Bongiorno Conference Center 

430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013 

  Jesus       
    said... 
 
“I AM the way, the truth and the 
life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.”         John 14:6            
                                     
 
“I AM the light of the world.  He 

who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life.”                                  
                                        John 8:12 
 
“I AM the bread of life.  He who comes to Me shall never hunger, 

and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”                  John 6:35 
 
“I AM the door.  If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved…” 

                                                                                          John 10:9 
 
“I AM the good shepherd.  The good shepherd gives His life for the 

sheep.”                                                                             John 10:11  
 
“I AM the true vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me 

and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”                                                                                       

                                                                                           John 15:5 
 
“I AM the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, though 

he may die, he shall live.  And whoever lives and believes in Me 
shall never die.  Do you believe this?.”                       John 11:25,26 
 

Think about this for a moment; either Jesus was a complete 
fool or He was in total deception, believing a lie, telling people 
He was the only way to God. Or, He was who He said He was. 
 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlast-
ing life. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”   John 2:16,18 
 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My words and believes 
in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into 

judgment, but has passed from death into life.”                 John 5:24 
 
“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”     John 3:17           
                                                                                            
The Bible says: 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to clean us from all unrighteousness.”                       I John 1:9 

 
“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in 
your heart that God raised Him form the dead, you will be saved.”                                                                         
                                                                                     Romans 10:9 
 
“God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who 
has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does 
not have life.”                                                              I John 5:11,12  
 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal Life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”                                                 Romans 6:23 
 

Please consider the words of Jesus carefully as your ultimate 
conclusion and decision will have eternal consequences. 
 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.  Jesus come into my life and 
make Yourself real to me, fill me with Your Holy Spirit to help 
me live for You all the days of my life.  In Jesus name. Amen.” 
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Please send your REA news to: (E-mail)   rrjoe@comcast.net 
REA  PO Box 5026  Vancouver, WA 98668 

MALAGA, NJ  For more information call Marlene Sampson at  
(609) 561-6922. 

SPOKANE, WA  

Contact Paul Myhre, distributer of the Railroad Evangelist magazine in 

the Spokane area. Call (509) 922-4025. 

TALLAHASSEE, FL.   

The Railroad Evangelist is distributed to the “Golden Railroaders” at 

their monthly meeting by Sara Harkey.  For more information call: 

(850) 574-3271. 

PORTLAND,OR / VANCOUVER,WA  

The Railroad Evangelists are distributed around local railroad shops 

and yards.  Call Joe Spooner at: (360) 699-7208. 

MN (Minnesota) Railroad Fellowship. For more information for those 

living in the North St. Paul or Twin Cities area telephone John Stewart 

at (cell) 651-592-8478 or Mark Lorenz at (cell) 651– 592-6065 

Some members of the Alexandria REA Chapter join together for a 
photo at a REA Convention. 

                          ALEXANDRIA REA CHAPTER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   For more information contact Wilson Riley: (703) 751-8925 

For information on how to begin a  
REA Chapter or a REA Fellowship in your area 

see our web page  
www.RailroadEvangelist.com  

or write the Editor. 

In the photo above, left to right is Bonnie and Rev. Stephen 
Seidler, then Joe Spooner and Bob Boltz attending the NAR-
VRE Convention, May 2012, Bloomington, Minnesota.  We still 
look better than the melting “ice train”. 

The Servant’s Path 
In A Day of Rejection 

 

Servant of Christ, stand fast amidst the scorn  

Of men who little know or love thy Lord;  

Turn not aside from toil; cease not to worn,  

Comfort and teach.  Trust Him for thy reward.  

A few more moments’ suffering, and then  

Cometh sweet rest from all thy heart’s deep pain.  

 

Have friends forsaken thee and cast thy name out  

As a worthless thing?  Take courage then;  

Go tell thy Master; for they did the same to Him,  

Who once in patience toiled for them.  

Yet was He perfect in all service here; 

Thou oft hast failed; this maketh Him more dear.  

 

Self-vindication shun; if in the right, 

What gainest thou by taking from God’s hand  

Thy cause? If wrong, what dost thou but invite  

Satan himself thy friend in need to stand?  

Leave all with God.  If right, He’ll prove thee so;  

If not, He’ll pardon; therefore to Him go.  

 

The time is short; seek little here below;  

Earth’s goods would cumber thee and drag thee down;  

Let daily food suffice;  care not to know  

Thought for tomorrow - it may never come.  

Thou canst not perish, thy Lord is nigh,  

And His own care will all thy need supply  

                                                             -F.F.P. 

The above poem, “The Servant’s Path - In A Day of Rejection” 
was found in an old hand-cranked coffee grinder on a farm in 
Northern Minnesota in August 1973 by your editor who was 
saved a month earlier in Serf City, NC while crisscrossing the 
country on his way back home to Portland, Oregon. 



Publication Guidelines for the Railroad Evangelist magazine 
We are always looking for original railroad related photos, drawings or paintings.  We also are looking for stories, articles , personal testimonies 
(300 - 800 words) or poems that would be of interest to our readers of the Railroad Evangelist magazine.   Currently the Railroad Evangelist 

magazine is published three times a year. Typed material is appreciated.  Material received will be returned upon request. For further information 
or questions contact the editor.   
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L 
ike the mail bags piled high on the mail cart in the above photo so can be our excuse for not being and doing all 
God would have us be and do. Like some of you I have used many excuses over the years for why I don’t spend 

the time with the Lord through prayer and scripture reading as much as I should.  Since I have recently retired and real-
izing I have entered a new season of my life there is a scripture I read recently that put this new season in perspective 
for me.  Psalms 102:11 says “My days are like a shadow that lengthens, and I wither away like grass.”  As I exam-
ine my life over the last 39 years as a Christian and my relationship with the Lord, I have come to the conclusion that I 
need to recommit the reset of my days, each and every one of them, as few or as many as they maybe, to serve and 
love the Lord my God with all my heart, with all my soul, with all my mind and strength and my neighbor as myself, (Mark 
12:30,32). That is my desire and I am looking forward to my latter years with a new fresh excitement in seeing what the 
Lord will do. 
 
I just finished reading a book on Count Zinzendorf, (1700-1760) and the spirit of the Moravians, by Paul Wemmer.  
Count Zinzendorf made a statement that stirred my spirit when he said, “Let my name and honor fly into the wind. In-
cluding all my earthly possessions and temporal grain.  I have only one petition to my Lord. Let me die while I win souls 
for the Lamb.” 
 
As an evangelistic association with our focus on the railroad community let us not only continue to do what we have 
done since 1938 but let us recommit ourselves in asking the Holy Spirit to help us in “Witnessing with Power”; (Acts 
1:8, this years REA Convention theme) to be more effective to impact the field the Lord has placed us in, both locally 
and beyond. 
 
Someone said, “We can do more than pray but we can’t do more until we pray. Let us continue to co-labor with God in 
reaching the lost that begins with prayer asking the Holy Spirit to increase REA laborers, to increase our influence in the 
railroad community and for an increase of lost souls “for His name’s sake”, (Psalms 23:3b). 
 
The day will come, soon enough, when we will stand before our Creator without excuse, therefore let us stand knowing 
we did all we could while we could for our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ as He gave everything for us.   
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                - Joe Spooner 




